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D/C Kenneth Smith, AP  

     Commander  

uspsd16.dc@gmail.com  

   For all the “reorganization” news, our district continues 
to move forward. The Town Hall sessions have brought 
us together and for that I’m grateful. The District Bridge 
continues to work for you, the squadron. And as the 
movement to do away with “districts” has ceased for the 
moment, it goes to show the power of concerted voices. 
Thank you to those who tuned in to the Town Halls and 
took a moment to share their thoughts with the Ad Hoc 
Committee. It worked! 
   So now we move on to local things. The Poulsbo     
District Rendezvous is coming up. If you have not signed 
up, do it! There is a registration page in this issue of the 
Cardinal Points. There has always been a tradition at this 
rendezvous to have FUN. Never experienced it?  Well 
come out and see!  We are not full force yet, but you 
would not know it. See P/D/C Craig Brown’s article in this 
issue and then sign up. 
   Although the boating season is just starting, it doesn’t 
hurt to remind you about the “End of Season” District 
Rendezvous that will occur in the late September/early 
October timeframe and will include a Face-to-Face Fall 
Conference. Yes, Face-to-Face! Right now we are 
searching for a location that is amenable for boats, RVs, 
and those arriving by car. What better way to top off the 
end of our boating season, than to meet the needs of our 
membership by having a gathering! More news about 
what this rendezvous will entail will be coming… the days 
are passing by too quickly, and if you would like to  

All Gave Some 

Some Gave All 

Remember them this 

Memorial Day 
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   The opinions expressed herein are those of the authors and not necessarily of Cardinal 

Points, D16 or USPS® 

   Cardinal Points is the official publication of Districts 16, United Sates Power 

Squadron® and is published three times per year 

   “The Ensign,” The Squadron,” United State Power Squadrons,” USPS®,” the USPS 

Ensign, The Trident Design and the Wheel and Ensign Design are registered trade-

marks of United States Power Squadrons®, 

 USPS®, Web Sites: 

 D/16: www.usps.org/localusps/d16/ 

 Public site: www.nwboatertraining.com 

 National: www.usps.org 

 

USPS PLEDGE 

      I do solemnly pledge to: Abide by the bylaws of the United States Power       

Squadrons®;   Promote high standards of navigation and  seamanship;     

Maintain my boat and operate it legally;  Render  assistance whenever          

possible; and conduct myself in a manner that will add prestige, honor and    

respect to the United States Power Squadrons.® 

 

participate in the planning, let me know – kenesmith@earthlink.net. 
   National Safe Boating Week was 21 – 27 May. I hope you all held an ABC3 class or participated 

in some way with your boating community. At the district level, we were once again privileged to 

partner with West Marine as we put the Boating Safety Virtual Trainer on view. This is the second 

year National has invited us to participate in this project and D/Lt/C Jim West, JN is ably leading 

the effort! 

   I will end this article with a message about what it means to be a member of the District. We are 

a family. We help each other out. If your squadron is having difficulty, contact me. We have the 

resources to help you determine your next steps. Getting ourselves back to some sort of normalcy 

during these pandemic times is difficult for all involved, and who knows when it will end. We are all 

experiencing challenges with member participation, especially in leadership roles. But don’t give 

up! We can work through this together. Contact me and we can team up to find a path to resolve 

the challenge. You are the District and we need the support of each of you to keep District 16 

moving forward! 

   Until we meet at Poulsbo, remember “Believe me, my young friend, there is NOTHING –
absolutely nothing – half so much worth doing as simply messing about in boats.”  
The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame 

mailto:kenesmith@earthlink.net
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the unknown ahead.”  I do not have a crystal ball but I have some numbers or data which can give a pretty 
clear direction of our organization’s future. 
    According to the data posted on the national website, District 16 currently has 1,119 active members.  
Upon review of additional data, District 16 is reported to have 207 members due to renew their member-
ship, 181 members who are non-renewals, and 252 who are listed as past members which means not   
renewing for at least one year.  Adding the non-renewal members and past members with the 1,119 
makes 1552 folks that could be joining us in our meetings, classes and on the water.  Although it is true 
that the Covid pandemic had a significant impact on our ability to meet together, teach classes and con-
duct Vessel Safety Checks, it is not the only reason our numbers have fallen.  There are multiple factors 
contributing to the drop in membership including health issues, moving out of the area, aging out of 
boating and some of our members not getting what they wanted or needed.  So, what do we do?   Panic? 
   Here is the good news, without a crystal ball or panic…we can change.  The word change is both a verb 
and a noun.  As a verb it means to “make different, alter or modify” which means we look at what we are 
doing, saying, teaching and modify or alter to be more relevant, appealing and inviting.  How do we do 
that? 
   Each squadron needs to do an honest evaluation of your group.  The evaluation process begins with   
input from your leadership team and extends to feedback from your membership.  The SWOT process is   
a great tool to assist in the evaluation process.  By looking at your Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities 
and Traps, you can begin to identify what needs to change (goals) as well as strategies (steps) to change.  
Remembering that the changes you are proposing need to be relevant and doable within your group as 
well as to be directed toward member needs.  Members stay when squadrons/clubs meet their need for 
fellowship, growth and value added to their life. 
   Change is not easy or comfortable.  It happens whether we want it or not.  To change is to grow, stay 
relevant, and alive.  
   Do we need a crystal ball to see our future?  Perhaps, that is one way.  It is my hope that America’s 
Boating Club of Washington, Alaska and Idaho will choose to look at the data to plan for our future. 
   See you in the future in Poulsbo for a fun weekend of fellowship and being on the water. 

 Can A Crystal Ball Predict Our Future? 

   History dating back to the 1st century reports 
using the crystal ball to predict the future.    
According to an article in The Banner, Novem-
ber 2019, “human beings have always been  
interested in being able to predict the future… 
to look for ways to reassure themselves about 

 

Executive Officer  

Annette Ferguson 

uspsd16.dxo@gmail.com 

 Hop Aboard and Let’s head out for a fun filled and safe summer of boating !   

      Please               
remember your 
Life  Jackets ! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=aeQ7qEAPdx5kXM&tbnid=u118tydIMHPR0M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.123rf.com/stock-photo/vest.html&ei=bvJPU9nrKMWbygHxq4CACw&bvm=bv.64764171,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNGNt5oLFlLQt
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D/Lt/C JAMES WEST, JN 

EDUCATION OFFICER 

      uspsd16.deo@gmail.com 

    The days get longer and warmer, at least when it’s not raining, and the sun raises her fiery head a little 
more often.  And, that means that boating season is once again upon us.  Hopefully, COVID restrictions 
have lifted where you are, with a few  notable exceptions, so perhaps we will be able to hold in-person 
classes and seminars soon. 
    Of course, the virtual teaching world is still available, and will be for the foreseeable future, even if 
COVID were to disappear tomorrow.  Being able to schedule classes with students from multiple squad-
rons is simply too easy and functional for us to let it go.  Teaching a Boat Handling class with students from    
Everett, Tacoma, and even Detroit not only provides educational opportunities but also expands the 
teaching context and enables students to learn from many experiences that would have been available 
before COVID turned our world upside down. 
   Now I recognize that the summer boating season is here, and not many people are going to want to set 
aside precious weekends for classes.  But seminars are a good way to augment your learning on a week 
night.  So while you’re sitting home watching the latest Netflix™ offering, take a minute to slip onto the   
National Website, peruse the available seminars, and chose one of two topics from the list that either you 
haven’t considered before, or maybe one that you already know but might need a refresher on.  Then    
contact your SEO (or the DEO) and see what can be done to arrange a presentation.  The Power Point slide 
disks for all of the seminars are very good, with interesting graphics and important information, that can 
augment your boating skill set, and perhaps challenge you to more and different boating experiences.  If 
you are an SEO, please take few minutes for your Squadron Membership, and see what you can present.  
If you would like some assistance with On-Line ZOOM presentations, please don’t hesitate to give me call 
or send an E-Mail to me at: phnx789@msn.com.  I will be happy to work with you to get a program 
planned, scheduled and started. 
   I know that with summer just around the corner, there won’t be a ton of classes scheduled.  But if you 
are planning a class, especially an ABC Class or Boat Handling Under Power (aka Seamanship), please be 
sure to complete the HQ800 scheduling system, so that we can take advantage of the wide spread          
notifications and get the word out. 
    Speaking of getting the word out, don’t neglect your local retailers when you plan a class.  Get posters 
made, then take them around to merchants and marinas.  The farther we can spread our message, the 
more possibilities for new members will happen. 
   Also, even if I am repeating myself, we are still looking for instructors to assist with classes.  Please take a 
look at your schedule this summer and see if you can volunteer.  It’s not hard, I promise, and you’ll get a 
lot out of it. 

Greetings USPS District 16, America’s 
Boating Club of Washington, Idaho,   
and Alaska™ 

   Your quarterly weather observations: Daylight   
Saving Time has arrived with all the usual fanfare, 
we made it thru March and April, and half of May is 
already passed.  
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D/Lt/C Barbara Erickson, JN 

SECRETARY 

uspsd16.dsec@gmail.com 

   We thank Lt Andrea Williams, North Olympic, for joining us. Notes from this session will be 
sent out to the squadron secretaries so they too might benefit. And Kudos to Jim. I asked him to       
educate us about certain aspects of the Info Center, and although being our webmaster and IT 
Contact, he was not that familiar with, BUT he educated himself and ably shared that information. 
   I was in conversation with C/C Craig Fraser, SN-CN, and learned that other squadrons are   
sending their newsletters not only to their Publication Advisor, but also to our Chief Commander 
and many also include the rest of the Board of Directors. If you and your editor are so inclined, I  
encourage you to send your newsletter too!  Oh and while you are at it, don’t forget to send a copy 
of your newsletter to me at bje46@msn.com – and thanks to those of you who do. 
   You are also welcome to submit articles to the Cardinal Points. This is a district newsletter and if 
you have information or articles that would be welcome reading by other squadrons, please submit 
them. But remember, we publish once a quarter, so timing is important. Contact Alayne Fellows at 
alaynef@gmail.com or me if you have an article you would like to share. 
   See last page for reminders of upcoming events!  
   Looking forward to seeing you at one or both meetings or reading an article! 
 

   The Secretary’s Department rarely has  
anything to say about what is happening, but 
in this issue of the Cardinal Points, I have a 
few things to share. 
   The Incoming Secretaries meeting took 
place on Tuesday, 17 May at 6:30pm. Unfor-
tunately, attendance was lacking, but D/Lt 
Jim Haglund, P, our webmaster shared a 
wealth of information about the Information 
Center that even I learned from!  

Cooperative Charting 

    Sharing: So back in 2020, Steve and I began Co-Op Charting just to go out and keep Jim Harden, then        

Co-Op Charting Chair for the district, company. We were RVing together and as we visited different areas in 

Washington, Jim would find the “Golden Oldies” (worth big points!) and  entice Steve and I to go with him. 

   At first it was “Okay, let’s go and keep Jim company.”  And we would get into his truck with the magnetic 
sign:  

 Geodetic Survey Marker Recovery Program along with the  
 Ship’s Wheel and America’s Boating Club logo.  
 Very official looking.  
 

    
 So, we would travel along the highways heading to the   locations where his  Data Sheets fed us information 
about how to locate these “treasures.”  
    Jim would drive, scanning the sides of the roads and then would pull over. “There’s the witness post” he 
would say, and we would grab the Co-Op Charting kit and walk to the spot. Sometimes the marker would be 
right there on the surface, sometimes we would have to dig for it, sometimes it just wasn’t there.  We have 
been through cornfields, trapsing around vineyards, wandering along the roadside looking for these illusive 
“golden oldies.” One memorable instance when Jim had us near the US/Canada border looking at a 
“monument.” The border guard warned us not to step into Canadian territories.  Never a dull moment! 
   Now the point is, that it gets into your system.  After the first few outings, Steve and I had to create our 
own kit – not as extensive as Jim’s – but the fundamental equipment.  Then I had to order vests; to be more 
official and for safety visibility and of course, we had to download the Solocator App to our cell phones – it 
adds the Latitude and Longitude to the photo of the geodetic marker you have located and must add to 
your report 
 

mailto:bje46@msn.com
mailto:alaynef@gmail.com
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   2021 found us still Co-Op Charting with Jim as we continue RVing together. By now I have learned how  
locate the marks in my area, print the data sheets and enter the reports. But it isn’t any fun unless we are 
with Jim or our fellow Co-Op Charters from the Portland Squadron.  The point for us is that not only does 
the Geodetic Marker program provide a Civic Service, but it is a great fellowship activity.  We enjoy it  
immensely. Get your squadron members on an outing, look for geodetic markers or on the water, look for 
Navigational Aids – this is a fun activity as well as one that aids our fellow boaters. And here we are in 
2022. Still waiting for an opportunity to find that first marker… Rain has deterred Steve and I… 
   Have you tried Co-Op Charting? Give it a try! The article below is an excerpt from the National Co-Op 

Charting Committee’s newsletter. Great stuff! 

April 2022 Cooperative Charting Committee Newsletter  
    Excerpts reprinted by permission of Greg Shay, JN-ACN 

 

2021 Cooperative Charting Recap 

2021 was a successful year for Cooperative Charting. We saw a record number of Individuals (145),       
Squadrons (37) and Districts (3) making Honor Roll. All Honor Roll certificates were emailed in February. 
Two districts attained 100% squadron participation.  
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Geodetic marks were  
recovered in 32 states. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two Coop Charting plaques were awarded at the National Meeting in February. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P/C Ronald J. Spitz, SN was the recipient of the Horst Boettge     

Excellence in Cooperative Charting Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P/R/C Robert D. Holub, SN was the recipient of the Golden Eagle Award. 

 

 

   Congratulations Ron & Bob!  The complete 2021 standings and the first quarter of 2022 standings can be 

found by following this link. Results 

about:blank
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Below are some unique Geodetic marks found in 2021: 

• The Northernmost mark was found by Ken & Becky Minton, Golden Corner/D26 in Skagway, AK. 

• The Easternmost mark was found by Roger Lenneman, Wade Lowry & Toni Lunsford, Fort Worth/D21 in        

Hancock County, ME. 

• The Southernmost mark was found by Craig Fraser & Liana Mihalca, Akron/D7 in Diamond Head, HI. 

• The Westernmost mark was found by Jan Holmes, Margo Holmes & Susan Harris, Akron/D7 in Kauai, HI 

• The Highest Elevation mark was found by Doug Frazier & Jana Shell, Phoenix/D28 near the Eisenhower-

Johnson Tunnel, Summit County, CO. 

• The Oldest mark was found by David Bialorucki, Vermilion/D7, Tom & Joanne Hancock, Stark County/D7 

near the State Capital in Raleigh, NC.168 years. 

• The mark with the longest times since it was last found by Doug Frazier & Jana Shell, Phoenix/D28 at the 

Colcord Fire Tower, Gila County, AZ. 87 years. 

 
 

 
 

America's Boating Club - Geodetic Safety Vests 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

   These vests help to keep you safe when near the road 

as you explore for Geodetic markers. Remember that 

this is one of our important activities to satisfy one side 

of our USPS triangle, Civic Service. 

   We are aiding NGS in their effort to identify and        

ascertain the status of the many Geodetic markers all 

around the country. 

   When wearing the safety vest, it helps to make sure 

you stay safe but it also helps promote USPS/Americas 

Boating Club when someone questions what you're     

doing, this gives you a great talking point. 

   The cost for these vests is $35 plus shipping (sizes 2X 

and 3X are $2 more). These vests come with zippered 

front and pockets. 

   Right now, there are 2 Large and 3 XL ready for         

immediate shipment.  I also have 17 more transfers that 

can be converted in a very short time. 

    
 

 

If you are interested in ordering, please reach 

out to me so we can get orders in. Thanks, 

 Charles R. "Bo" Ibach III, SN-ACN 
 Charlotte Power Squadron 
 chasi3@aol.com 
 704-906-0800 

about:blank
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   The “Environmental Protection Agency” states that, Radon radioactive gas is a naturally-occurring, inert,  
colorless and odorless gas found in trace amounts in the atmosphere.  Outdoors, radon disperses  
 quickly and generally is not a health issue. However, radon gas can become trapped in your home,  
 seeping in under your home and in thru small holes and cracks in floors.  Radon is a radioactive gas  
 that forms naturally when uranium, thorium, or radium, which are radioactive metals break down in  
 rocks, soil and groundwater. People exposed to radon over a  period of time may develop lung cancer and  
people who smoke are even more susceptible to the  effects of radon gas. Radon gas is the second  
leading cause of lung cancer in the United States.  
     Nationally, the EPA estimates that about 21,000 people die each year from radon-related lung cancer. 
 
 Radon has been found in every state! 

     Homes with high levels of radon have been found in every state. In fact, radon levels can vary from home 
to home.  Even levels next door can be very different. 

     You can take steps to reduce and control the amount of radon in your home. Testing is the only way to 
determine radon levels in your home. Have your home tested by a professional or a do- it- yourself home 
test kit.  If radon levels are high then contact a certified radon service professional to fix your home. The goal 
is to make it harder for gas to get in your home, seal cracks with caulking, having a good vapor barrier        
between the ground and the inside of your home.  Make sure vents are clear of obstructions so cross-
ventilation can remove radon and other gasses.   

    *Find out more information about radon in my home? go to epa.gov/radon 

 *Information gathered from the United States Environmental Protection Agency 

 Washington State Department of Health 

*What is Radon Gas? 

Is it dangerous? 

 P/C Larry Warren, AP 

 Americas Boating Club of Tacoma 

and South Puget Sound  



 

Cardinal Points                                                                      Summer Issue                                                                            Page 10 

New Regulations Coming this Year! 

The following article is reprinted with permission of R/C 
Steve Gatton, SN, Editor, from the  

February 2022 issue of the Foghorn, Beaverton Sail & 
Power Squadron 

 

There are two new/update regulations coming into effect this year, but a quick synopsis 

of both:  

1.  Fire extinguishers now have an expiration date. Disposable ones which are not re-

charged after use expire 12 years after the manufacture date. They should be a stamp 

on the bottom of the extinguisher which corresponds to the year. After 12 years the extin-

guisher must be removed from service and replaced. If there’s not a date the extinguish-

er is way too old and needs to be replaced. Extinguishers that can be recharged must be 

inspected/serviced every year BY A TRAINED TECHNICIAN.  

2.  Operators of boats less than 26 feet LOA that are equipped with an emergency cut-off 

switch must use it. Boats built after 2020 must be equipped with one, and many boats 

have come equipped with these since the 1990s. If you have one you have to use it. 

More info and specifics are inside! 

   The [following] FAQ pages are selected from the USCG web pages listed at the bottom of 

each of the FOGHORN sets.  

Some FAQ’ s about the Fire Extinguisher Rules, taking effect 20 April 2022—  

Where can I find the recently published final rule on regulations for fire protection for    

recreational vessels?  

   The rule may be found at: https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/10/22/2021-

22578/fireprotection-for-recreational-vessels#sectno-reference-175.320. These regulations will 

be incorporated into 33 CFR Chapter 1, Sub-Chapter S in the near future.  

What is new in the fire protection for recreational vessels regulation?  

   If your disposable (non-rechargeable) fire extinguisher has a date of manufacture stamped on 

the bottle (example: “05” means 2005), and it is older than 12 years, the extinguisher is consid-

ered expired and must be removed from service. Look for wording on the bottle stating, “This 

product must be removed from service within 12 years after date of manufacturing”.  

How can I tell if a fire extinguisher is approved for use on boats?  

   The label on the bottle will state “Marine Type – USCG Approved”. Underwriters Labs ap-

proves fire extinguishers on behalf of the USCG. 

Are there any changes for when marine fire extinguishers are required or the number of 

extinguishers required? 

   No. If your boat was required to carry a fire extinguisher, it is still required to do so under this 
new regulation. There is also no change to the quantity required.  

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/10/22/2021-22578/fireprotection-for-recreational-vessels%23sectno-reference-175.320%20
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/10/22/2021-22578/fireprotection-for-recreational-vessels%23sectno-reference-175.320%20
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New regulations con’t: 

What is the difference between a rechargeable and non-rechargeable portable fire       

extinguisher? 

   A non-rechargeable fire extinguisher, also referred to as a disposable fire extinguisher, is  

intended for one-time use only. A rechargeable fire extinguisher is recharged once used. A  

rechargeable portable fire extinguisher requires regular (annual) maintenance and servicing;   

a disposable does not. A disposable must be removed from service after 12 years from date of 

manufacturing stamped on the bottle.  

When should I replace my disposable (non-rechargeable) marine fire extinguisher?  

   Disposable (non-rechargeable) dry chemical fire extinguishers, must be removed 12 years 

after their date of manufacture. These extinguishers generally have their year of manufacturing 

stamped on the bottom or have its year marked next to its UL label.  

Where do I find the date of manufacturing on a rechargeable fire extinguisher? 

   The date of manufacturing on a rechargeable fire extinguisher is printed on the label of the 

bottle. The first National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) certified inspection is due one year 

from the date of manufacturing and the bottle tag must indicate this inspection.                        

A rechargeable does not need to be removed from service after 12 years, but it instead 

must be maintained annually by a technician.  

More at https://uscgboating.org/recreational-boaters/fire-extinguisher-faq.php   

 

Some FAQ’ s about the Engine Cut-Off (Kill) Switch Rules, taking effect 01 April 

2022—  

What is an Engine Cut-off Switch (ECOS)?  

   An Engine Cut-Off Switch is a safety mechanism used to shut off propulsion machinery when 

the operator is displaced from the helm.  

Who needs to use an Engine Cut-off Switch Link ECOSL?  

   An ECOSL is the device that connects the operator to the ECOS. The link must be attached 

to the operator, the operator’s clothing, or operator’s personal floatation device. It is typically a 

coiled lanyard but may also be an electronic fob.  

What boats need to have an Engine Cut-Off Switch installed?  

   Boats less than 26 feet in length that generate more than 115lbs of static thrust (~ 2-3hp) and 

were built beginning in January 2020. If the boats’ primary helm is inside an enclosed cabin it 

is not required to have an Engine Cut-Off Switch.  

I bought my 22-foot boat many years ago and it did not have an engine cut-off device 

installed by the manufacturer, so last year I added a new wireless engine cut-off device. 

Am I required to use it?  

   Yes. If an engine cut-off switch is present, it must be used.  

https://uscgboating.org/recreational-boaters/fire-extinguisher-faq.php
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Cardinal Points Instructions for each quarterly newsletter articles 
1. Please have your articles to me by the 15th by 5PM. (If you are  
 going to be late, please let me know). 
2.  Please use Arial 12 pt front for your articles 
3.  Please Single Space lines 
4.  Indent 3 spaces with each new paragraph 
5.  Label your article with your first and last name or your officer title. 
6.  Submit all articles in word format and attached to your email. 
7.  All pictures are to be submitted as .jpg format 
8.  Run “spell check” before submitting your article 

Alayne Fellows 

Cardinal Points Editor 

New Reglations con’t: 

Do I need to keep the Engine Cut-Off Switch Link attached at all times?  

   No. The Engine Cut-Off Switch Link doesn’t need to be attached when the vessel is idling or 

performing docking maneuvers. The Engine Cut-Off Switch Link must be attached whenever the 

boat is operating on plane or greater than displacement speed.  

My new 25-foot boat that I purchased in 2020 has an Engine Cut-Off Switch installed by the 

manufacturer. Do I need to use it?  

   Yes. Assuming the main helm is not in an enclosed cabin. Because your boat is less than 26-

feet and equipped with an engine cut-off switch installed by the manufacturer, you will need to 

use it while the boat is on plane or above displacement speed.  

My 22-foot boat (1995 model) had an Engine Cut-Off Switch but it was removed by a prior 

owner many years ago, leaving a hole at the helm. Do I need to repair it and use it?  

   No. However, the Coast Guard recommends that your repair the switch and use it when operat-

ing on plane or above displacement speed.  

My 18-foot boat (2019 model) has an Engine Cut-Off Switch but it is broken and does not 

function. Do I need to use it?  

   No. However, the Coast Guard recommends that your repair the Engine Cut-Off Switch and 

use it when operating on plane or above displacement speed.  

My 27-foot boat has a working Engine Cut-Off Switch. Do I need to use it while operating 

on plane or above displacement speed?  

   No. The law does not require the use of an Engine Cut-Off Switch for any vessel equal to or 

greater than 26-feet in length, regardless of when the vessel was manufactured. However, the 

Coast Guard recommends that your repair the switch and use it when operating on plane or 

above displacement speed.  

My 26-foot sailboat has a 50 horsepower engine that allows me to travel on plane / above 

displacement speed. Do I need to use an Engine Cut-Off Switch?  

   No. Regardless of when it was built, a boat 26- feet in length and greater does not require use 

of an engine cut-off switch, even if equipped.  

More at https://uscgboating.org/recreational-boaters/engine-cut-off-switch-faq.php 

 

https://uscgboating.org/recreational-boaters/engine-cut-off-switch-faq.php
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Creative Rendezvous 
 

 

 

 

  
  There are those of us who don’t own a boat we can cruise in. This means we need to be        
creative to participate in a rendezvous. At a rendezvous you meet great people, get opportunities 
to check out other boats (what do you want on your next boat), learn how others deal with  
maintenance and/or boat handling skills, play games, and relax. 
   For those without a boat to participate in this great social activity, we can traditionally: drive to 
rendezvous location and meet up for the day with those who arrived via boat, stay at a hotel or 
B&B near the rendezvous location and join those who arrived via boat, or make arrangements to 
share the cruise/rendezvous with someone taking their boat. I’ve stayed in the Poulsbo Inn, only a 
very short drive from the marina and I’ve stayed aboard boats belonging to friends. I’ve enjoyed 
and looked forward to this rendezvous each year. There are other rendezvous that we’ve driven 
or taken our boat just for a one-day visit. 
   Would you like to meet boating people, learn new skills, and/or party with good people? All of 
that plus more can be done when attending the USPS District 16 Poulsbo Rendezvous at the 
Port of Poulsbo: 23-26 June 2022. 
    
   Remember, the District 16 Rendezvous is a great place to: 
• Meet and share fellowship with others with similar interests in boating and recreational boating 

safety and education. 
• Practice using real distress flares. 
• Network with others who have done it before, will be asking how to do it in the future, and will 

provide a friendly helping hand. 
• Come by boat, RV, or car. You can even attend without the meals! 
 

vegetarian pasta marinara, 

Make hotel reservations 
and payment directly with the hotel.

 

By P/D/C Craig Brown, SN-CN 
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Annual D16 Rendezvous at Port of Poulsbo: June 23-26, 2022 

 

Vegetarian pasta marinara; 

                

Choose:    

 

 

 

 ______________ 

  ________   ________   ________ 

 

 

Make hotel reservation and payment directly with the hotel.  

Registration form and payment must be received prior to June 6, 2022.  Please Send to: 

Make payment out to “USPS District 16”P/D/C Craig Brown, 4634 Kent Ct, Kent, WA 98032-7112 
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DIRECTORY OF  

DISTRICT BRIDGE OFFICERS 

 

 

COMMANDER              (Friday Harbor) 

Kenneth Smith, AP                        uspsd16.dc@gmail.com         

                          

EXECUTIVE OFFICER                      (Everett) 

Annette Ferguson                        uspsd16.dxo@gmail.com           
                                                                       

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER               
(open)                                    

 

EDUCATION OFFICER                         (Everett) 
James (Jim) West, SN            uspsd16.deo@gmail.com        

                    

ASST EDUCATION OFFICER            (Seattle)         
Gail M. Kalbrener-Mazzeo              ssaps.seo@gmail.com 

           

 

SECRETARY                        (Bellevue) 
Barbara Erickson, JN                          bje46@msn.com 

    

TREASURER                     (Bremerton)  
Dave McBride                  davmcb@comcast.net             

              

D-16 WEBMASTER                            (Seattle) 

Jim Haglund, P                uspsd16.webmaster@gmail.com 

 

 

————————————————————————— 

 

 

DISTRICT PHOTOGRAPHER                             (Seattle) 

Steve Erickson, JN              steve-erickson@msn.com 

 

CARDINAL POINTS EDITOR                (North Olympic) 

Alayne Fellows, P                                    alaynef@gmail.com 

District 16 Calendar 

2022-2023 

 

June 2022 

23-26 June   D16 Rendezvous—Poulsbo 

 

August 2022 

15 August    Fall Cardinal Points deadline  

 

September 2022 

14-18 September   ABC Governing Board Meeting

    Raleigh NC 

 

November 2022 

15 November      Winter Cardinal Points deadline 

 

February 2023 

15 February            Spring Cardinal Points deadline 

 

 

 

   


