
  

 

Twenty months ago, I was pondering if I really should volunteer to be your Dis-

trict Executive Officer. It would mean that I would be expected to move up to 

District Commander when Annetteôs second year as D/C was done. And I 

would be 78 then. There was a lot of idle chatter about aging leaders at this 

time, Donald Trump being my age and Joe Biden a few years older. Well, both 

of them ran for President, a FOUR year job, so surely I could manage a D/C job for just ONE year. 

My wife Penny thought I was nuts, but I volunteered anyway.  

Now my one year as D/C is almost done. This is my last Cardinal Points column. On March 29 our 

current DXO, Gary Baker, will move up to D/C and I will head for Past Commander pastures.  

So, how did my year go? I was fortunate to have a full bridge for most of my year. And with a full 

bridge of talented active officers, it was an easy-peasy job.  Every D/C should be this lucky.   

The four main jobs for a D/C are to swear in new commanders, chair District bridge meetings rough-

ly one per six weeks, submit Merit Mark reports for our District officers, and attend two annual Na-

tional meetings, in my case Pittsburgh in September, and Orlando a couple of weeks ago. My 

bridge shared the load of swearing in new commanders, all our meetings except for Poulsbo were 

Zooms, Chris Brown did my Merit Mark reports, and Pittsburgh and Orlando meetings were both 

short and fun. 

Orlando was a particularly good time for our District. We collected a thick envelope of awards:   

 Bellingham: 2024 Growth Award, 1
st
 place for squadron size 

 Tacoma Coop-Charting 2024 Honor Roll 

 James V. Harden, Tacoma, Coop-Charting 2024 Honor Roll  

 Deborah E. Harden Tacoma, Coop-Charting 2024 Honor Roll  

 Rebecca Garvie, Seattle,  VSC 2024 Century Club, 2
nd
 Year  

 William J. Chin, Bellevue, 50 Year Membership 

 /ŀǊŘƛƴŀƭ tƻƛƴǘǎ 
{ǇǊƛƴƎ нлнр vǳŀǊǘŜǊƭȅ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ 

DISTRICT COMMANDER TOM DALGLIESH  
email: waverleytom@gmail.com 

Continued on next page 
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 Dennis E. Dorratcague, Bellevue, Life Member 

 Loyd Albert Walker III, Bremerton, Life Member 

 Joellyn D. Erickson, Everett, Life Member 

 Linda Skugstad, Everett, Life Member 

 Robert J. Hamilton, Pt. Wilson, Life Member 

 Steven A. Kodish, Seattle, Life Member 

 Leslie M. Kodish, Seattle, Life Member 

 Steve D. Erickson, Seattle, Life Member 

Most squadrons also received Newsletter and Web Communication awards.  These should have 

been mailed to squadron commanders 

District Commander, continued  
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Spring is a time for rebirth and renewal. That is certainly true for squadrons and 

clubs in District 16. 

Despite mismanagement at the USPS national level, our district has opportuni-

ties to set our own course. A key component of success in any non-profit organization is getting the 

word out about what the organization does. We have a wonderful opportunity and need to take ad-

vantage of it. 

The national organization contracted with a company named MarineSEO. It is an internet advertis-

ing company that focuses on marine activities. Every squadron and club in the nation has the oppor-

tunity to use the MARINE SEO services to help publicize their activities, FREE of charge. 

MarineSEO will, FREE of charge: 

§ Help squadrons and clubs update their Facebook pages. 

§ Help squadrons and clubs apply for a $10,000 Google digital advertising grant. 

§ Help squadrons design and implement a digital advertising program, paid for with 

the Google grant money, to advertise education programs, civic activities, and club 

membership. 

This is FREE advertising money that could make monumental, positive changes for squadrons and 

clubs.  At least two D16 squadrons/clubs, Bremerton and Everett, are now working with MarineSEO.  

There is no reason each and every D16 squadron and club should not do the same. There is noth-

ing to lose and FREE money to gain. 

The upcoming Spring Conference and Change of Watch, MarineSEO will make a presentation on 

their services and answer questions. Please attend to learn more. 

If you have questions about MarineSEO, or anything else ABC|USPS related, please reach out to 

me.   

DISTRICT EXECUTIVE OFFICER GARY BAKER  
email: garybaker@grovestreetlaw.com 

mailto:garybaker@grovestreetlaw.com
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Greetings District 16 Membership 

Well, after a long week of freezing temperatures, my back door thermometer 

shows a balmy 46 degrees. Almost shirt sleeve weather. I hope everyone had 

a joyous Holiday season, and that you have survived January without too much trouble from the 

weather. 

As you all know, USPS Insurance continues to be a troubling issue, particularly in regards to our ed-

ucational efforts. Past District Commander Annette Ferguson and Incoming District Commander 

Gary Baker attended the recent National Meeting in Orlando and came back with a lot of information 

that we are still trying to digest and clarify.  Some of our events and presentations are definitely cov-

ered, such as in-person ABC classes, but the location must be provided to National to ensure that 

the Insurance Company can provide a certificate of insurance if needed. On-The-Water training such 

as Boat Owner Certification Classes can be covered but the instructors must be registered with the 

insurance company through the Educational Department by providing names and resumes to Na-

tional. So we need to pre-plan our spring and summer classes, to ensure that the sessions are cov-

ered. 

With regard to our classes, especially ABC courses, SEOs need to ensure that instructors are up-to-

date for ID Recertification. I will be presenting a Recertification Seminar on April 19
th
, at 10:00 a.m. It 

will be a ZOOM conference, and we can accommodate up to 20 people. If you are a SEO or Public 

Boating liaison, please review your instructor lists and provide E-Mail addresses to me at 

phnx789@msn.com before April 14
th
.  

We are still in the business of Safe Boating Instruction, so itôs time to plan for spring and summer 

classes. Reaching out to your local Yacht Clubs, Marinas, and Ports can be a valuable source of 

students as well marketing our organization to the public for prospective members. Declining mem-

bership is the primary problem facing Americaôs Boating Club | United States Power Squadrons, and 

getting our name and reputation out to the boating public is important. As I have said before, we, the 

individual members, are the best marketing tools we have, so if you have the time, please get out 

and meet the boaters in your marina. If you can, wear a USPS logo shirt or ball-cap. That can bring 

questions from the public and give you the opportunity to speak about our education efforts. 

DISTRICT EDUCATIONAL OFFICER JIM WEST  
email: phnx789@msn.com  

mailto:phnx789@msn.com
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Having just returned from the Annual Meeting in Orlando, I can say ñoh what a 

relief it iséò We caught the tail end of bad weather when we returned home but 

were fortunate  to miss the worst of it. 

Iôm sure as you read this issue of the Cardinal Points, you will see articles about the events at the 

meeting itself. I can relay snippets as memory allows. 

This was our last meeting at the Rosen Plaza in Orlando. The 2026 Annual Meeting is scheduled for 

Myrtle Beach, SC. February 9 ï 15 at the Embassy Suites Hilton Oceanfront Resort. The rooms are 

beautiful and if you wanted to add a little vacation time, this would be the time!  

The 2025 Fall Governing Board will be held in Grand Rapids, MI from September 1 to September 9 

at the Amway Grand Plaza. The actual dates of the conference are September 4 through 9, but 

again, come early and visit South Carolina. Details will be coming 

soon. 

 

Steve D. Erickson, JN, Seattle, became a Life Member at this meet-

ing. There were many others from our district who also became Life 

Members. See the District Commanderôs message for a complete 

list. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Paige Abbott, Mother, Ralph Bernard, Sylvette, Father. 

 

 

The Keynote breakfast on Thursday morning featured a young woman from District 33, Sylvette P®-

rez Figueroa, a competitor in the women's Laser Radial Modality, made history as the first woman 

from the Yard to qualify Puerto Rico for the Pan American Games as a helmsman. Perez Figueroa 

has been coaching children age six to adults since 2005! She provides basic sailing lectures and 

techniques during the year and including summer programs. Her coaching helps prepare beginner 

to advanced sailing athletes for competitions with Laser/ILCA (a single-handed racing dinghy), 

420ôs, Hobie Wave, Sunfish, Qube and Optimist class sailboats. She is a wave maker for promoting 

women in boating! 

DISTRICT SECRETARY BARBARA ERICKSON  
email: bje46@msn.com 

Continued on next page 
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District 33, Puerto Rico, came if full force to support her at the Keynote Breakfast. And of course, 

they provided their infamous ñpi¶a coladaò party during the Meet and Greet. It has been quite a while 

since we saw them, and it was so good to renew our acquaintances and enjoy a pi¶a colada or two! 

Linda Martin, Everett, and I walked around Friday evening Meet and Greet were we visited the pi¶a 

colada gang and we stopped at the Districts 13, 16, and 28 suite that was organized by Shawn Goit 

and Ken Smith. It was a lively event! But since ice cream was being served down the hall, I departed 

to enjoy that, and it was a good thing I did. They ran out!  

 

 

One of the other things I do while at this meeting or any national meeting, is count heads. I am as-

signed rooms, and this time I visited four different seminars during the Friday sessions. I normally 

step into the room, count heads and record whether the Audio-Visual equipment is being used and 

then sneak out. This helps the committees and Meetings Committee with space planning for the next 

set of meetings. Easy task to do. Come join us at a meeting and volunteer to help! 

But this time I took the time to sit in on the Co-op Charting meeting. Two speakers from NOAA and 

the Army Corps of Engineers explained how our work makes a difference and suggested ways we 

can further contribute.  

The Orlando evenings were beautiful. Nice to sit at the outdoor pub and have drinks and a light sup-

per. Itôs a good place to meet old friends and check in on how they are doing, and their squadron is 

faring. Iôm looking forward to being at Grand Rapids, September 2025. Iôve never been there. With 

the meeting beginning a day later this year, it might be a good time to arrive early and sightsee. 

Keep your eyes on the National Meetings Committee website: National Meetings Committee for de-

tails.  

And Iôll put in a plug for the District 16 Spring Conference and Change of Watché coming to Everett 

at the Port of Everett Marina. Keep watching your mailboxes. 

Secretary, continued  

https://www.usps.org/departments/14000/14800
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T is for TROUBLE but also for TEAM 

With all the angst in our Americaôs Boating Club | United States Power Squad-

ron organization regarding declining membership, iMIS, loss of our former insurance plan and the 

introduction of the new plan, and squadrons folding, it is enough to make a member want to ñ run to 

the hills" and some members will.  

For those members who remain or are waiting to see what is going to happen, what do they do?  

I would like to suggest that we as District 16, a diverse group of squadrons, come together and 

work together. Andrew Carnegie said "teamwork is the fuel that allows common people to attain un-

common results." So what can that look like? Within our district we have many talented people who 

are also experienced and knowledgeable boaters. What if we began to combine our efforts by shar-

ing meetings, going to each other's social gatherings, teaching each other via the various virtual for-

mats, and sharing ideas that have been successful? The days of existing in a ñsquadron silo" are 

over. We are never going to achieve the membership numbers we had 20 years ago but we can still 

be lively and impactful in the boating community.  

My question to youé Are You Ready to be on Team D16? 

IMMEDIATE PAST DISTRICT COMMANDER ANNETTE 

FERGUSON 
email: newfy03@gmail.com  

¢9!aΧ /κ/ wƻōŜǊǘ .ŀƭŘǊƛŘƎŜΩǎ wŜǇΣ tŜǘŜǊ aƛǘŎƘŜƭǎƻƴΣ  {Ŝōŀǎǝŀƴ LƴƭŜǘ {ϧt{ ƛƴ  нлмсΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ŧŀƛƴǘ 

ǎƭƛŘŜ  ǎƘƻǿǎ ōǳƭƭŜǘ ǇƻƛƴǘǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎΧ ά[Ŝǘ ƳŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΦέ !ǇǊƻǇƻǎ ŀǎ 

!ƴƴŜǧŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴǎΦ  
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People are breaking the law 

The removal of a geodetic mark from its setting is a criminal offense. The geodetic mark was located 

southwest of the intersection in Franklin County, Ohio. The intersection now contains a roundabout 
destroying the geodetic mark. Sorry to say this occurs far too often.   

Some local news 

Grays Harbor Regulated Navigation Area Warning Sign, LL 15986, could also be used by one of the 

local bars to the ocean. Diane Julum and Jim Beachell, Portland Power Squadron/32, submitted a 
nautical cooperative charting report that contained this ATON. The lights on the sign flash when the 

bar is restricted to recreational and uninspected passenger vessels. It is located on the South Bay 
Channel near Westport, WA. 

What is the Triple Anchor Award  

The Triple Anchor Award is awarded to a member that completes and submits at least one item in all 
three categories of cooperative charting. 

¶ Geodetic Marks 

¶ Nautical Reporting 

¶ Marina Survey 
 

The points for one of these three areas must meet your squadronôs number of points to be on the 
Honor Roll. For example; Tacoma Power Squadron member needs 73 points. 

I will be glad to assist and help anyone wishing to work toward being on the Honor Roll or obtaining 

a Triple Anchor Award.   

Getting involved is easy 

Gathering pictures of marks and ATONs is very easy. You do need to download the app -ï Solocator 

ï to take the pictures on your phone. The next time your boat goes by an ATON take a picture show-
ing the number. The app provides important information on the picture ï Lat, Long, Date, Time. I am 

available to assist in teaching how to file a report and will file your first report for you. 

 

Letôs get outdoors and have fun.                         

                                                          

COOPERATIVE CHARTING NEWS 
 

By P/R/C Jim Harden 

District 16 Co-Op Charting Chair 

The two photos to the left, show a 

geodetic mark and an ATON taken 

with the Solocator app. 
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Below are some important things the United States Coast Guard wants ALL boaters (members & 

public) to be aware of: 

MMSI, EPIRB, and/or PLB 

Too many owners/operators are not properly maintaining current contact information and vessel de-

scription/name in the MMSI, EPIRB, and/or PLB databases. 

Å Use of inaccurate MMSI, EPIRB, and/or PLB data is a violation of FCC rules, with potential 

impact upon safety of life and property. Violators are subject to penalties, including monetary 

penalties as high as $16,000 for each violation. 

Å Selling the vessel. Both the seller and buyer must show proof that both parties concur with 

the transfer. If not, must remove original MMSI. Enter new MMSI into radio. 

Å Buying a used radio. Replace existing MMSI with new MMSI. 

Å If unable to ñtransferò MMSI registration MUST remove, per manufacturerôs instructions, origi-

nal MMSI and enter a new MMSI. 

Å Whenever their contact or vessel information changes must update their MMSI registration 

thru their MMSI registration agent. 

Å MMSI registration agents: FCC, BoatUS, US Power Squadrons, Sea Tow (no longer 

issuing new MMSI), and Shine Micro Inc.  

Å MMSI must be obtained from FCC if the recreational vessel does either; 

Å (1) travels to foreign ports 

Å (2) makes international communications. 

Å An excellent MMSI FAQ is available at: https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/mmsi-frequently-asked-

questions-(faq)  

Å It is free to register EPIRB and PLB in the NOAA Beacon Registration. 

Å Transfer/Sell an EPIRB or PLB. 

Å Buying a used EPIRB or PLB. The website will alert to the fact the beacon has been 

registered before, simply ignore the warning.  

Å Whenever their contact or vessel information changes must update their EPIRB or PLB 

registration thru NOAA.  

N    U  S  C  G 
 

By P/D/C Craig Brown 

Continued on next page 



мп 

 

Å More information on EPIRB and PLB can be found at: https://www.sarsat.noaa.gov/ 
ALCOAST 414/24 use of four-digit VHF-FM working channels numbering 

Å These changes do not affect the operation of prior manufactured VHF radios. 

Å This change is critical as radio manufacturers recently began distributing updated equipment 

that does not recognize the legacy channel names. 

Å The new radio channel nomenclature will start appearing on newly manufactured and future 

VHF radios. 

Å This ALCOAST announces a significant change to marine information broadcasts. Effective 

immediately, when making the preliminary broadcast for Urgent Marine Information Broad-

casts (UMIB), mariners will be directed to switch to channel 1022 (pronounced Ten Twenty-

two) and channel 22A (pronounced Twenty-two Alpha) to prevent missing critical broadcast 

information. 

Å On new VFH radios the channel nomenclature of ñAò (e.g.: channel 22A) will display as 

10xx (e.g.: channel 1022). 

Å This does NOT change the actual frequences being used. Only how the channel ap-

pears on the radio screen. 

Å On Canadian channels the channel nomenclature of ñBò (e.g.: channel 25B) will display 

as 20xx (e.g.: channel 2025). 

Changes to the USCG Local Notice to Mariners (LNM), Light Lists, and Charts 

Å Please advise recreational boaters that: 

Å The LNM and the Light List are now available with interactive geospatial mapping at 

the NAVCEN Website as of Oct 21, 2024. 

Å For any questions or assistance please visit www.navcen.uscg.gov and check 

the User Guide. For additional queries go to the ñContact Usò page, select 

'LNMs or Light Lists' from the Subject dropdown, and submit your inquiry. Thank 

you for your continued support as we work to enhance the safety and efficiency 

of maritime navigation. U.S. Coast Guard Navigation Center. 

Å Transition From Paper Charts: On January 2025, NOAA discontinued the production of 

all paper charts. Therefore, paper charts arenôt to be used for navigation. Make sure to 

regularly update your electronic charts. 

 

US Coast Guard News, continued  
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PFD SEAGULL IS AT IT AGAIN!!! 

By P/C Linda Martin, JN  

BOATING SAFETY 4 KIDS  

 

This was District 16ôs seventh year given the opportunity to teach Boating Safety 4 Kids at the Seat-

tle Boat Show. What an honor.  

The members who came to help teach the seminar were Commander Darcy and Gary Baker, Brian 

Rachal, and Jim West from Everett, Marie McBride from the Bremerton, and Linda Martin as PFD 

Seagull from Everett.  

 

 

The kids that came were so excited to participate in the Life Jacket Style Show and the game ñItôs in 

The Boxò. All ages from 4 years old to 14 years old came to the seminar. They were all willing to 

dress up in life jackets that didnôt fit to prove a point that life jackets must fit to work well in the water.  

All the kids braved the cold-water activity to buckle and un-buckle a life jacket buckle.  

The prize was a PFD Puzzle Storybook. And thanks to Marie who brought all sorts of prizes from 

her squadron.  

We are always happy to have members of the district join us at these events. See the list below and 

let Linda know if you can help. She is willing to train you on the spot.  

UPCOMING BOATING SAFETY EVENTS 

APRIL 5 ï April Poolôs Day, Mountlake Terrace Pavilion and Pool, Life Jacket Style Show and Cold 

Water 

SPRINGTIME ï on a weekday -- possibly libraries and Nancyôs Noahôs Ark Childcare, Seminar 

taught: Life Jacket Style Show, Itôs in the Box, and cold water 

JUNE 7 ï D-16 Summer Rendezvous, Port Ludlow, activity to be decided 

Continued on next page 
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JULY 26 ï Kidôs Fest, Mill Creek Town Center, Booth activities 

SEPTEMBER TBD ï Fishermenôs Fall Festival, Ballard, Booth activities (usually the last weekend of 

the month) 

CONTACT LINDA MARTIN, 425-422-4721 or PFDprettyfancydude@yahoo.com 

 

Meet me in Grand Rapids!  

The National Meetings Committee is diligently working to 

offer an outstanding opportunity to visit Grand Rapids, MI 

and participate in the Fall Governing Board meeting. 

PFD Seagull, continued  
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