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We wish you a 
“Merry Christmas” 
“Happy Hanukkah” 
“Joyous Kwanzaa” 
“Happy Holidays” 
And a Safe, Well, Happy 
&  Prosperous New Year 

 District 16 C a r d i n a l  P o i n t s
AK | WA | ID

                                              Winter 2023 Quarterly Newsletter
 

 

COMMANDER 

Annette Ferguson 

newfy03@gmail.com 

 CONNECTIONS and REFLECTIONS  
   As the holiday season fast approaches, I find myself 
reflecting on holidays in the past and why they are        
remembered. Through the eyes of myself as a child, I 
was excited about the hoped for gifts from Santa. As a 
much older child, I remember many of the holidays      
because of the people I celebrated with. Celebrations  
included my immediate family and extended family who 
would sometimes celebrate with sentimental toasts and 
tears. As I grew older and had my own family, our        
celebrations were smaller as we lived away from          
extended family. But we celebrated with new friends in 
Virginia and later in Seattle. We had connected with   
people to celebrate.  
   Connecting with people takes an effort on our part.   
We can connect through our work, our boating groups, 
our religious affiliations and even at the grocery store 
when we help someone get something off a shelf or say 
hello to the cashier. The key part to connecting is      
stepping out of our place of comfort …saying hello.  
   Connecting is an important element in our success as 
an organization. Connecting can include introducing 
yourself to a fellow boater at a marina or a marine supply 
store. Connecting can be saying hello to someone at a 
squadron meeting that you may not know very 
well .Connecting allows us to meet new people and 
deepen relationships with those we already know.  
   Each of us has a challenge….Say hello…shake 
someone's hand…pick up the phone and call someone 
you haven't seen in a while…take cookies to someone  

Enjoy the Fall Colors 
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USPS PLEDGE 

       I do solemnly pledge to: Abide by the bylaws of the United States  

  Power Squadrons®;   Promote high standards of navigation and  seamanship;         

Maintain my boat and operate it legally;  Render  assistance whenever           

possible; and conduct myself in a manner that will add prestige, honor           

and respect to the United States Power Squadrons.® 

 

who isn't feeling well…”Reach out and touch someone".  
   Take the challenge and connect. Invite a new connection to join you for an evening out at a 

squadron event or to a program at your squadron meetings. We never know the impact that a  

“hello" will have.  

   Happy Holidays and Happy New Year  

 

 

News From District Fall Conference and Zoom Meeting with NXO.  I hope these news updates 

are helpful. 

   At our D16 Fall Conference, some issues and info came up that I promised follow up: The ABC 

app that has been promoted as a marketing tool for our recreational boaters is no longer being up-

graded to be available for down load on the newer phones. It is still available for phones that were 

released before 2023. I raised this issue to our NXO as a loss of a great marketing tool and was told 

that he would look into this. Stay tuned for more follow up. 

   Per our NXO ,the dissolution of Poverty Bay is completed and will be finalized at the Board of Di-

rectors meeting this month (November). 

   The IMIS management system that is being developed to manage the annual dues renewals and 

other functions both for HQ and later for squadrons is close to a launch time...probably around the 

new year. 

   The Cooperative Marketing matching dollars that will be available for each squadron is slated to 

begin in the new year. Watch your Member News for info. When I get more information, I will pass it 

on to you. 

   It recently came to my attention that some of our Member Benefit companies have been sending 

out information to members. I questioned where the company would get specific member infor-

mation.  I did an inquiry to the Member Benefits Chair as well as our NAO. I was told that some of 

the companies as a part of their involvement as a benefit provider are given names and addresses 

only of members. 

   Any member who does not want to have their name and address be released can opt out by going 
to your “Member Profile" on the Member Home Page and go to the tab “Managing Your Personal 
Information".  Scroll to “Receive Benefits Announcements" and change the entry to “No".   
Remember to select “update" for your selection to take effect. 
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Tom Dalgliesh 

Executive Officer 

waverleytom@gmail.com 

 

Loon-Song 

 
  Seasons Greetings to all! 

 V/C Ralph Bernard (NXO) hosted a zoom meeting for district officers nationwide on November 
9th.  He shared several aspects of the business our National Officers are currently handling: 

 • The upcoming online IMIS program which will enable auto billing for dues and track     
 member education.  Planned release date is now January 2024.   

 • A search is underway to find a replacement for Mary Catherine, our HQ Office Manager, 
 retiring after an incredible 42 years of service.  Finding someone to match even half of 
 Mary’s competence seems like a really tough task. She will be sorely missed.  

 • A search is also underway to hire a new Marketing company.  Six companies submitted 
 bids, and three are still in the running. 
 • FIVE more squadrons have been dissolved.  National suggests that weak squadrons 
 merge rather than dissolve.  This allows the merging squadrons to keep and share their 
 bank accounts and other assets.  Alas, Poverty Bay is a recent D-16 failed squadron.  I’m 
 asking you to consider joining the D-16 Bridge.  We need your ideas and energy to help 
 keep our remaining squadrons serving the boating public.  

   Ralph’s report was followed by an interesting Q&A session.  This included two questions from 
our D/C Annette Ferguson.  She pointed out that the excellent USPS Boating App would not down-
load to the most recent iPhones. Ralph said he would examine that problem ASAP.  Annette also 
wanted to know when the National funds for Coop Advertising would be available. Ralph replied in 
one or two months.  Sharing information benefits us all.   

   They say that hours pass slowly as we get older, but the years rush along.  Your 2024 district 
Change of Watch will be held in Bellingham on Saturday, February 24. The event will start early  
afternoon and then the host Bellingham squadron will hold their own COW.  More specific details 
will be available by E-Blasts, but I want you to “Save the Date”. Come for both events if you’re 
able. My squadron always has a fun COW & Bellingham is known as the “City of Subdued          
Excitement”! 

 

  

   It is with a great deal of sadness that I share the loss of our dear friend Ted Shanks. He passed 

away Tuesday morning at home one day shot of his 82nd Birthday.  Ted was a long time active 

member of the North Olympic Power Squadron.  He will be missed by all! 

   Cards may be sent to his family at his home address: 

 450 North St. 

 Sequim, WA 98382.  

mailto:waverleytom@gmail.com
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D/Lt/C JAMES WEST, JN 

EDUCATION OFFICER 

           phnx789@msn.com 

 

Greetings USPS District 16, America’s    
Boating Club of Washington, Idaho, and  
Alaska™ 

“Boating is Fun, We’ll Show You How” 

 

 

      Please  remember your Life  Jackets ! 

Greetings District 16 

   It looks like we made thru another year. Did you get all your clocks changed?  The cold weather 

is setting in, and the smell of wood smoke is in the air.  I am probably the weird one around here, 

but this is my favorite time of the year.  Things get quieter, people seem to move a little slower, 

(especially the traffic, unfortunately), and the world seems just a bit less frantic. 

   I was able to attend the Fall Conference in Friday Harbor, and I can report that our first try at a 

hybrid meeting went very well, both technologically, and physically. From the Education Depart-

ment perspective, I met with several SEOs, in person and virtually, and the reports from the field 

are encouraging. Five Squadrons scheduled 19 classes, and completed 16. 113 Students took 

and passed classes. 

   Our outlook for 2023/24 is a work in progress. We at the district would like to work toward getting 

our classes out to multiple squadrons, so that squadrons that are not able to produce classes by 

themselves, can still provide educational opportunities to their members, and hopefully hold onto 

their membership. We are also looking to offer classes outside District 16. We have worked with 

District 32 this year, and several squadrons have been able offer educational presentations to 

folks outside the Pacific Northwest. The wider our reach can be, the better our chances of     

reaching new prospects for membership. 

   I have been working with the SEOs during our monthly meetings to organize and schedule     

district sponsored classes and seminars across the district, along with District 32 squadrons, and 

we are also working with the District calendar to make sure that everyone is able to see what    

classes will be available in the next six months.  Please keep in touch with your local SEO for  

classes, and remember that you are ambassadors for USPS, District 16, and your own local 

squadrons.  If you know of people who are getting into, or back into boating, please reach out and 

let them know what we can offer.  And, if there is a class that you are looking for or a seminar that 

peaks your interest please let your SEO know, or you can contact me at phnx789@msn.com.    

Remember also that you too can be an instructor.  In Washington State, in order to teach the 

America’s Boating Course, you do need to take and pass the Instructor Development Class, but to 

teach an Advanced Grade or Elective Class, you only need the enthusiasm and willingness to 

share your knowledge with your fellow students. 

   That’s all I have tonight. I want to wish all of you a very Happy Holiday Season. Stay Warm, Stay 
Safe, and if you venture out onto the water, remember all the safety knowledge we have. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=aeQ7qEAPdx5kXM&tbnid=u118tydIMHPR0M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.123rf.com/stock-photo/vest.html&ei=bvJPU9nrKMWbygHxq4CACw&bvm=bv.64764171,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNGNt5oLFlLQt
mailto:phnx789@msn.com
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D/Lt/C Barbara Erickson, JN 

SECRETARY 

uspsd16.dsec@gmail.com 

 

 

   In case you haven’t noticed, the hours of daylight have drastically reduced. Once again, we wake 

up in the dark and we come home in the dark. The winter solstice begins on Thursday December 

21 this year at 7:27 p.m. PST—the shortest day of the year in terms of hours of daylight. If you are 

like me, I’m craving more sleep for some reason. 

   But we still have things to do and looking toward the holidays is a good thing to do. I realize that   
I never really have a chance to wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving or a Merry Christmas or a    
Happy New Year. There are many other holidays besides these standard ones, and so as not to 

forget those, I am extending a wish for a Happy Holiday Season and a New Year full of 

new opportunities and adventures. Before we know it, it will be 2024. Can you believe it?  

   Along with holiday wishes, I would like to take this opportunity to take a quick look at the          

upcoming squadron bridge responsibilities by reminding you all: 

• Consider attending the 2024 Annual Meeting and Change of Watch in Orlando Florida. Just as 

the traditional nominating process for the squadrons brings in a new bridge, the National        

Officers will conclude their terms and new officers will be elected to various positions. Visit:   

National Meetings Committee (usps.org) 

• And speaking of Changes of Watch—don’t forget to notify our district commander of the date  

for your squadron’s Change of Watch! The district commander or their representative will be 

available to swear in your squadron’s new leadership. (And some of us just like attending so  

we can thank the outgoing/incoming commander in person!) 

• Visit the Ship’s Store, Insignia and Flags (shopusps.org), to order your Change of Watch       

paraphernalia. Changes of Watch normally take place in April although we have a couple 

squadrons who are earlier and at least one squadron that holds theirs in May.  

   I would also like to suggest that you try something different in your squadron.  Never tried Co-Op 

Charting? It’s like a treasure hunt and fun with a group of your fellow members.  

   Never hosted a rendezvous? Talk to your Boating Activities Chair and find out how you can    

participate. Think it would be daunting? Ask a “seasoned member” to co-host with you! And when 

you think about a location, consider your members who may no longer have a boat; who may want 

to attend either by land yacht or perhaps stay in a nearby hotel. 

   Be adventurous. Skagit Bay’s boating activities chair sets up adventures. Adventures that take 

members on day trips to a variety of different places in Washington and even up into Vancouver 

BC. We are a boating organization, and we still educate the local recreational boating community 

how to be safe and confident on the water. But we can, as time passes, try new things. Our     

membership is the heart of who we are. Remember “Membership is still Job # 1 !”  

    Sending wishes that whatever festivities you celebrate, may they be a joyous way to begin the 
new year!  

Reflections… 

https://www.usps.org/departments/14000/14800-national-meetings-committee
https://store.shopusps.org/Insignia-and-Flags/
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It was a Smashing Success! By Ken Smith 
 

   Fall has arrived, our boats are tucked away for the season and the third annual D16 “End of the 
Season Cruise Adventure” is in the books.  It is time to reflect on last Summers activities and dream 
of adventures to come.  Following is a quick summary of the cruise. 

   Nine D16 boats, crewed by their intrepid members, braved the unpredictable October weather 
and participated in the Third Annual D16 End of the Season Cruise Adventure - from September 28 
through October 15. The cruise spanned 18 days and covered over 283 natical miles; all within 
easy reach for most of our squadrons. There were marina stops, most accessible by RV, anchoring 
stops and most importantly every place was “dog friendly”. Below is a chart with the entire route. 
We made stops in Port Townsend and Sequim where we had potlucks with the Point Wilson and 
North    Olympic squadrons. A big thank you to the officers and members of Point Wilson and North 
Olympic who opened their hearts and made all of us feel welcome. Also thank you to the Skagit Bay    
squadron for arranging our last two nights at the Rosario Resort on Orcas Island. 

   As cruise leader, I wish to thank everyone who participated in the adventure, adding their sea-
manship knowledge and comradery in making this the most successful end of season cruise to 
date.  Every year just keeps getting better and better.  Read below what just some of what at-
tendees have told me: 

 “What a learning opportunity – thanks!” 

 “I have never been to Sequim, it’s really nice here.” 

 “I would never have crossed the strait in the fog alone – check that off my list” 

 “I can’t believe others didn’t come.” 

 “Where are we going next year?” 
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Geodetic Marks Not Registered with NGS 

P/R/C Jim Harden, JN-CN 
District Cooperative Charting Chair 

This is from the Co-Op Charting Committee Newsletter – Thanks Greg Shay 
 

   Most times when we go out looking for geodetic markers, we have done some pre-planning and 

have the data sheets for the marks we are seeking to recover.  Or we might be out somewhere and 

decide to use one of our smartphone apps (e.g., BenchMap [Android] or Benchmark Hunter 

[Android or iOS]) to see what marks are nearby and then go find them. In those situations, you know 

that the marks that appear on the app’s electronic maps are all in the National Geodetic Survey   

Data Explorer (NGSDE) database. And, if they have not been recovered in the past two years by    

a USPS person or in one year by some other person or agency, the marks qualify for recovery and 

Co-Op Charting credit.   

   But suppose we are again out somewhere – maybe not even looking for marks – and we unex-

pectedly spot a survey disk in a sidewalk, building wall, or elsewhere. Does that sound familiar? So, 

what do you do? First, while at the mark’s location, look in the BenchMap or Benchmark Hunter app 

or NGSDE website on your smartphone to see if there is a mark showing at that location. If there is 

something close, click on it for the information popup or upload the datasheet to see if the marks 

designation (the marks official name) matches the one on the disk. If it does, you are good to go for 

a recovery and report as you now also have the mark’s PID etc. 

   But what do you do if the mark does not show on the app or NGSDE maps. We suggest you go 

ahead and take appropriate photos of the mark and record any useful measurements. When      

convenient later, get the email of one of your USPS National Coop Charting Committee (CoChCo) 

members at https://www.usps.org/departments/12000/12200 and send them the photos (with       

coordinates in or on them). It turns out that CoChCo has additional resources for looking up marks 

that might not be in NGSDE but that still might be in an NGS database somewhere and eligible for 

credit.   

   Please be aware that some agencies like the US Army Corp of Engineers do not have many of 

their survey disks registered in NGS. Some other local, county, state, national, and non-government 

agencies also may not have some of their marks in the NGS registry. There are a few possible   

reasons for this:  

1) They do not submit their marks to NGS,  

2) NGS does not see a need to have their marks included in the NGS database, or  

3) The marks do not meet some of the requirements of NGS for registration.  

   On rare occasions, you might come across a mark that you are pretty sure should be in the NGS 

database, but it does not show up. Perhaps it just slipped through the cracks! They reported that it 

could get a PID and NGS datasheet at some time in the future if an agency were to do a leveling 

(accurate height determination) on the mark. 

If you have any questions on geodetics or any of the other Coop Charting programs, I’m here to 
help. You can reach me by texting: (360) 870-5530.  
   There is still plenty of time until the end of the year to get out there and do some marks, ATONS, 
bridges, and marinas.  
   Happy hunting! 

https://www.usps.org/departments/12000/12200
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 The opinions expressed herein are those of the authors and not necessarily of Cardinal 

Points, D16 or USPS® 

   Cardinal Points is the official publication of Districts 16, United Sates Power 

Squadron® and is published three times per year 

   “The Ensign,” The Squadron,” United State Power Squadrons,” USPS®,” the USPS 

Ensign, The Trident Design and the Wheel and Ensign Design are registered trade-

marks of United States Power Squadrons®, 

  

USPS®, Web Sites: 

 D/16: https://www.uspsd16.org/ 

 National: www.usps.org 

The Boat Operator Certification Program 
     From Norm Pennington <nwpenn@sbcglobal.net> 

 
D/Lt/C Dave McBride communicated a question to R/C Norm Pennington, chairperson of the   
Boat Operator Certification Committee, that came up at the 2023 Friday Harbor Fall Conference. 
The question asked was about the benefits of having Boat Operator Certification when traveling 
internationally or insurance wise?  
 
Response from Pennington follows: “At the moment there is no known benefit for chartering,     
especially in the international arena. My first thought was the San Juan Island or the Eastern   
Caribbean such as the Virgin Islands. Originally, there were great expectations regarding        
international recognition under UN Resolution 40 for our certification program that never        
materialized. 
 
On the insurance side, there is, or at least there was a great (USPS) insurance benefit for      
education and certification. On this page it mentions discounts for BOC certification:          
https://www.usps.org/departments/14000/1450001/1450001-benefits/163-usps/administrative/
member-benefits/1280-mcgriff-seibels-williams. I seem to recall that I am getting a 28% discount 
with that carrier on my big boat, however 0% discount with a different carrier on my runabout 
that McGriff doesn’t cover. 
 
Unfortunately I do not see anything here: https://www.mcgriff.com/abcboatinsurance.html 

 

https://www.usps.org/departments/14000/1450001/1450001-benefits/163-usps/administrative/member-benefits/1280-mcgriff-seibels-williams
https://www.usps.org/departments/14000/1450001/1450001-benefits/163-usps/administrative/member-benefits/1280-mcgriff-seibels-williams
https://www.mcgriff.com/abcboatinsurance.html
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Alayne Fellows 

Cardinal Points Editor 
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Bremerton Sail & Power Squadron History Corner 

   In September 1951, five members of the Tacoma Power Squadron Started an Elementary    

Piloting Course at Olympic College: Cdr. Ernie Thompson; Dr. Robert Sprenger; Harvey      

Johnson; Neil Armstrong; and Earl Riebow. Their objective was to form a Squadron in the 

Bremerton area. Seventy persons were present for the first night at Civic Center (O. C.), the 

room assigned was too small, so half the class had to use the stage area behind the curtain.   

After the examination, eleven men became members of Tacoma Power Squadron, that was on 

12 December 1951, 

    During the Spring of 1952, a group of Tacoma Power Squadron members, including Cdr. Cecil 

Powel, and the members from Bremerton met with District Commander Richard McCann at 

Olympic College and formed Bremerton Power Squadron. At that meeting they elected: Maurice 

L. Wallis, Commander; Weymar A. Rosso, Lt. Commander; Carl G. Nichols, Secretary-

Treasurer, and applied for a Charter.  

    The Charter, which is dated June 04, 1952, was presented by District Commander Richard 

McCann at the Installation of Officers on 2 July 1952, at the "Top of the Town" Restaurant, in 

Bremerton. The following persons becoming Charter Members of Bremerton Power Squadron: 

 Arthur Anderson    Owen R, Loftus 

 Ansel B. Chitty    Irving L. Munsch 

 Harold E. Edwards    Edward J. Murphy 

 Lawrence E. Foster    Carl G. Nichols 

 Joseph L. Gates    Alvin G. Nyhus 

 C. L. Klieves     Weymar A. Rosso 

 Maurice L. Wallis 

   In 1955-56, we were the 'Parent Squadron' for Agate Pass. Buz Whitely of Poulsbo is the only 

remaining member of the original Agate Pass group of 12 who broke off from the Bremerton 

Power Squadron to launch the Agate Pass squadron in 1956. And his parents had been among 

the first in the Bremerton Squadron.  It has become a tradition to have a Joint Dinner meeting 

with them each year (November) with the Host Squadron alternating between the two.  

   Note: Today Buz is still an active member of the Cyber Squadron (6404), having transferred 
there when Agate Pass Dissolved.  Buzz joined the USPS on 4/16/1952, has accumulated 33 
Merit Marks and 70 years of membership.  He became a Senior Member in 1957 and a Life 
Member in 1977. His official title is (A036450) PC William (Buz) Whitely, JN. 
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U.S. Coast Guard 5th District Mid-Atlantic 

Contact: 5th District Public Affairs 
Office: (757) 398-6272 
After Hours: (757) 434-7712 

5th District online newsroom 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMjIwLjk5MzU5NDcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTIyMC45OTM1OTQ3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjIxMTM4JmVtYWlsaWQ9Y3JhaWcuYS5icm93bjJAYm9laW5nLmNvbSZ1c2VyaWQ9Y3JhaWcuYS5i
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DIRECTORY OF  

DISTRICT BRIDGE OFFICERS 

 

 

COMMANDER                       (Everett) 

Annette Ferguson, AP                  newfy03@gmail.com           
                                   

EXECUTIVE OFFICER                (Bellingham) 

Tom Dalgliesh, SN          waverleytom@gmail.com 

                                                                     

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER               
(open)                                    

 

EDUCATION OFFICER                         (Everett) 
James (Jim) West, SN                  phnx789@msn.com         

                    

ASST EDUCATION OFFICER          (Seattle) 

Gail Kalbrener-Mazzeo    ssaps.seo@gmail.com 

           

SECRETARY                        (Bellevue) 
Barbara Erickson, JN                        bje46@msn.com 

    

TREASURER                    (Bremerton)  
Dave McBride, AP  davmcb@comcast.net   

           

            

D-16 WEBMASTER                          (Seattle) 

Jim Haglund, P        uspsd16.webmaster@gmail.com 

 

 

DISTRICT PHOTOGRAPHER                         (Seattle) 

Steve Erickson, JN        steve-erickson@msn.com 

 

 

CARDINAL POINTS EDITOR            (North Olympic) 

Alayne Fellows, P                          alaynef@gmail.com 

District 16 Calendar 

2023-2024 

 

December 2023 

9 December    Bremerton S&P Christmas Brunch 

 

February 2024 

15 February Spring Cardinal Points Deadline 

 

March 2024 

   March      D16 Spring Conference 

 

May 2024 

15 May        Summer Cardinal Points Deadline 

 

 

 

mailto:waverleytom@gmail.com



